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The House of Mirth
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(3) Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class (Viking Press, 1967), p. 1



7 7 v WIEER CH e The House of Mirth 33

D= b, HOCBROFTEL LT VICBRICHEES S BEL, ROKE
CHEIRh T35,

“...,And I don’t know what to do with myself. My maid came
up this morning to do some shopping for me, and was to go on to
Bellomont at one o’clock, and my aunt’s house is closed, and I
don’t know a soul in town.” She glanced plaintively about the sta-
tion. ‘It is hotter than Mrs. Van Osburgh’s, after all. If you can

3
spare the time, do take me somewhere for a breath of air”
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BEocidn, oLk, —KROE (eisure) # &0 X 513 23 a-0¥|
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(4 7% = +ix, Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth, New York, London: W. W
Norton & Company, 1990) #{#fH U7z, AG [ HIXT XTI OM»LTH H, ~<—
CEUIT AR T O, BwIPC AR TR, p. 6

(3) Threasa Craig, Edith Wharton, (The Monacelli Press, 1996), p. 62

(6) 1ibid, p. 59
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ROSIANLEFETCE LR, FTHELoL TR, BRAERCA
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A house in which no one ever dined at home unless there was
“company’’; a door-bell perpetually ringing; a hall-table showered
with square envelopes which were opened in haste, and oblong
envelopes which were allowed to gather dust in the depths of a
bronze jar; a series of French and English maids giving warning
amid a chaos of hurriedly-ransacked wardrobes and dress—closets;
an equally changing dynasty of nurses and footmen; quarrels in the
pantry, the kitchen and the drawing-room; precipitate trips to
Europe, and returns with gorged trunks and days of interminable
unpacking; semi-annual discussions as to where the summer
should be spent, grey interludes of economy and brilliant reactions
of expense——such was the setting of Lily Bart’s first memories.

(HM p. 25)

BRROABHBEI LB 5 I LDOHEB b A, BHDOE DL S
V) DA LTRROREOHEOEHEGELBRLEIhT\5, [AF0HE
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@L,@@f%@kﬁ?kt?ébofhé%%ﬁé@i BB bB L
VI T j EV TV URE ST D Lo, VY - DEIFBIRAHE
DEFICHENC L > TH2BhTwh, 2FH ) ) —OLB, BER:
TAVIDERRTHY, BEETH-12LE 25, 74U 2 DOERER
CHLHEEEIRRCHBETCL LD, LA, XBOBEESTTL -
TR ThBZ bicid, VY =219 Ths, BB DE
RO EL, - P ROGEDOETFE (the last asset in their fortunes)
(7} ibid, p. 81
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(HM p.29) £ LTV Y —%ACHEOEE AT, Lo LABLEE
HIEKRTEL 725,
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EVCONNERZRET HHEHEEYBRT 50000 CThE,
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DENDY - 7L ‘conspicuous consumption’ (HiLA&z b - HEH
2> LOHE) o—McBREROHEBEOREABEY, ThvEMTT
WhHESIES,

So much so that there are few of the better class who are not
possessed of an instinctive repugnance for the vulgar forms of
labour....Vulgar surroundings, mean (that is to say, inexpensive)
habitations, and vulgarly productive occupations are unhesitatingly
condemned and avoided....From the days of the Greek

philosophers to the present, a degree of leisure and of exemption
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from contact with such industrial processes as serve the immediate
thoughtful men as a prerequisite to a worthy of beautiful, or even
a blameless, human life. In itself and in its consequences the life

of leisure is beautiful and ennobling in all civilised men’s eygs.

EROFIAR IR ATEERE, VY - RET AR EL, H

TOENE TR LIULE R, RECF W ANER L EZ0EH, W
PERES, BALE->TV5, T L TERITEBEEz o1 ¥ ) 2T,
FIBAVEA F Cie B A F B T o 4 7 b Y TERROM: L
BOMEL, LHERE TEEL, WFERICE, Y= ) —BhrbUA
/\"757“»&¢ETEL\A&Kﬁﬁbfk\t&&?phégj LRI, 74
AT TR BB ORI H D, BFICEE LR EC R Y,
o —mEnfEEc R L LT RERIL R,

2. BHLFR—REBAFLOTABLL

VY —DFLOREERTIL, BUAMELaR L, RVEHIAFOA F Y
AfpED, T VIUDEEAEL, V. F v EETRABBEYE O
BV TOT ) v ATHHLEBBNDND, BAENICATNEND DM,
R— =7 F 1 A (Percy Gryce) C, FIA+T F L OBFREBECET
N THDH, ROBIBLCELNB L5, V) -kt v — ey,
W FHRE LD THE, HEORLEREEIOLNL L5 ZERS,

Lily did not want to join the circle about the tea—table. They
represented the future she had chosen, and she was content with

it, but in no haste to anticipate its joys. The certainty the she

(8) P.J. Cain & A. G. Hopkins [+ = v * A~ VERTEOFE 1 | (FHEKAFE
HikR £, 1997) p.p. 37-38
(9) EEF— TY 4 7 v ) TEOE LB (hRA5HE, 1997) p.p. 225227
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could marry Percy Gryce when she pleased had lifted a heavy load
from her mind, and her money troubles weere too recent for their
removal not to leave a sense of relief which a less discerning in-
telligence might have taken for happiness. Her vulgar cares were

at an end. (HM p.p. 40-41)

FEOMBFISID LI, ZOBEDT — F LB B F 0 AR
BoBFEEELIVCDORED, ThHToRBT5HBERTH Y, BEOTR
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Bo DE WL OWEAERCLD 5 RABLHRTED L0 5 ROREEE
Hicdiciy, #EETEY & bhidicbiny, L LEDHEm -
LRendt Ub,

T HLENAHTHEEAE IR VI BEOMBECLE bbb T
WHED, BEOBRBROAEEYE 2 &5 LixwT, Thik) ) —o4FE,
Veblen ©3§f5+ % extravagance F D3 DaxGBE LT A0 6THS,
L OTERRLSDACDAERE YR T2 L OBERERMEE 2
b TRIIBEBOTABERML T ditv-z, ARV TSIciob,
HEGHMAETIUE LV Db > T b TH D, b L A= — -
IIAABFILANL S ETEOTHERE, VAZGEEEZ, BHOT
Beardrob\vo, BBHNTEY L5 0 BROLELLND, ik
WAL TEI, e b Y ) —OFHBIT, - — 751 ACEEAN
FHEINTVAEDTEKLS, =LA wATFVEEITLATOEME
THD,

W7 i TREDRFELIE, 1. 749 787 dd, 2
BMO TR SR BEEOFERCH B, 1. 17 2V 2D LHERORA
Mz oAl ECEBY B LTV 50, AT Vil S AIE
HEZDITITED I D TELLL, HEE VI BARERCRILR<, b
L nie 7 v BEOTHIE, BHERCIIE TR 2 L 5RE



38 B20%E HEA4B (AL - BR - 2R

LT3, /o2, @RIhDDEEE i R"E, B0 Tix
Biis i, oo Fhand LhitWieok s LAFBERL T
bHo TONRLRIBREINGD TN TN Kb TV LHRETCHLZ L&, &

- Ay 2 (Tom Lutz) V&, f8fET%, Flzid, ¥—74 - 770y va
(Gerty Farrish) 280 2 ¥ v ORERERTHEREL TS L,
g —v - F—+. b (George Dorset) (13 —+ O GRHE CTH L
PREOTH L HERY LTW5, £ ) =2 bt aTHbnE4 T
WE LA A - F L+ — (Gus Trenor) OB, VU — 2ty
KB rxrRL LT 5L, #4141 - - —XF — 4 (Simon
Rosedale) (29 V —DES L H > THT, HFLEBELHCALCIET
VB E VSRS, V) AR 0% < ARIBIR, AR DS
TR LTV 5,

A\ S ICREEBEMOET, VY -1k, RIEE ST AROEBEOFE
WHRET ST\ A, O ERTADTIHEGCERELMTIEAC S, i
TEIEITE Y & 5 HE DI EIRLDOTHL, VI —DubidoTe
RO DO, HROBFHWERENOTE L LD LERD, DX
LA, Bs LD bR b LD ThHD, DY Y —OIifEE
i, HefORIELFE 270\, &I ABETIIREGEANBICAT TS
el otz, PEVEBREBED v~ FI3A4AREER LI, £0k, #
Bpigor -5 1%, TLTHREBO N V- ThIZThEEL T
B DT kI, REERCE5ADERS, fFEY 4+ - b VT L - TR
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(19 Tom Lutz, p. 234, American Nervousness 1903 An Anecdotal History, (Cornell
University Press, 1991), p. 234

{11} ibid, p. 234

12 ibid, p. 234

(13 Wharton DD VES Ethan Frome (1911), = The Age of Innocence (1920) i~ %
WTHREUT -5,
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T AU ADIRNERL, TTCI TR vT 4 7O [EB] MBI h, &
512 187044 s i BRI 2> BHC o te 5 B BME O dC, 1803
BELRA, O EHRBRLTSE B s RO, Yo =
a2 — 7 DREFEEWE - TV B,

It had been a bad autumn in Wall Street, where prices fell in ac-
cordance with that peculiar law which proves railway stocks and
bales of cotton to be more sensitive to the allotment of executive
power than many estimable citizens trained to all the advantages
of self-governments. Even fortunes supposed to be independent
of the market either betrayed a secret dependence on it, or suf-
fered from a sympathetic affection: fashion sulked in its country-
houses, or came to town incognito, general entertainments were
discountenanced, and informality and short dinners became the

fashion. (HM p. 95)

rEoic it s, =2 —2 -2 0BEEROTICL ZOEELXE U
TBRRB D LEbR D, B, TMAORFERCIVT5Z
5\ 5 FERIER IR BIEE I R ERRE N A HIR DO M — D RBAIF B,
THEENE Iz R BRT AL ETHB | &, =T LA HBRER
D& HIZERE T ‘conspicuous consumption’ [ HEUN5H 2 LOMEE |
MMERMOFOEL LA BBIR TV AKE, FOREULN LOME
», BEEBRFOBMIC L » TELSh, 20 IBHIZEMT LR TV,
BEHRERDEDL L VBLTHEIDOERL, AxDEELHES, 5,

4  TEFFAFRII] CEELFF#RE 1980), p. 112
(13 Thorstein Veblen The Theory of the Leisure Class p. 87
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BT, FEEFETE b h s DILYRTH - 7o, HEOKKT, BA
DIEBRAL IR, WHILT S ot h, HBAELD, O
FHELOHBOREAVREZXEZ DB LT AZ ExiE-C
Wh,

FARY Y =23, ZOXSEEBEOFEY L ALETTDHT LT
WL TH L, ROFIBCII L OGEERORYD, HixDEmd R
CHBICEL DIAA T GEBE R LTV A,

Lily, who considered herself above narrow prejudices, had not
imagined that the fact of letting Gus Trenor make a little money
for her would ever disturb her self-complacency....As she ex-
hausted the amusement of spending the money these complications
became more pressing, and Lily, whose mind could be severely
logical in tracing the causes of her ill-luck to others, justified
herself by the thought that she owed all her troubles to the enemy
of Bertha Dorset. (HM p. 101)

2T, V) —DRREDI IS, EEMEBE Yo LT
AU AROFFEAEBI LT B, FLTEDO LT, BB EBRCT -
THH St AOBNCEIPE LTV EXEETS, LHILY U —
AADFEROIGH L <, BT A% B e > AT O ¢ 2T
Bt bbb T, TRERD LS LEd, - K-ty b &
Vo fEfR o e T AL ECHESRIEXREL, BOCHEEY LTS
DTHbH,

D% VIRABEXEBTLHEE L CHEBUMNMC, VY -2 E2 oD i,
MMROBAREGE VIV YFER ST A - b L — TR, RO
CBTHZETH-Tn, FROFAFEISLBTHS S ERBRL,
HA - PLF—lF, Ye—vy b R=FvX . Frwvp, [LEORE
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B BIRIC b B | LB - T B L5, V) —1, Bos
BlEfticz o k5 BBREPHALTHB2DTH D,

WoT, IO ENLFLOL Z L, x5,
EEDIHORE (investment) ThHo-7oiFh & D, HEDOIDHDI A2
DE\EEE (gambling) K&, fn¥ich, #A - b LF—HEHT ek
SLIRSFAEEEL D, 7Y PRREBENA—FED L F v I F 5 v 7
AL EML, BEETLTLESDTHELD, B > T, A4S
it L CHRFET AL, MO T o LdTEL, &5 LIcEED
RECH-T, V) =32V AT L5 ZOERERRIEC, fiarE
LicEflize F v, S L v — LoBFRoC L%, BRATHIH
FEMRRTHE L T 5 D —FR\ S 58U (WHOH) , KA
Yo TEFOEENS, 20 L CHEBOREHITEE L, BTh5) U —
EANERD DD %, B LDERIAES TR D - T 5 1 ) — DA
BAREECI b EDh 27015,

F—Hom#&E, THEETY Y -1k, TOoRBCES&RFEOERYHFL
B, TRTEREDR G, DI EPH - TRENOE#EZ RO LT <
LTLES, ZOREMRRIB _RMOMECHLAMC SN HHEDOEK
FEDth, BREINWCHMESEORCHARLS, V) —KELRDIETD
HMETEL L5 0B TOETHS, TR, 22 <=
ANVOBED S BT P LaELR ] L, Lavd [EE ORI+
LB DI D, FTOBROSIERCEDS BT AN
BET R, BERTHELRIVESS ] EWVS U Y Ik 5 THRED
BL\ SRS, HM p.288) D L, Zv A A - AT 7 =—hbLAR
DIFEORED, VY —iHDEBENEIREA, V) —3BREO LT
ST DHRBIR LT, FOFRELHAL, HLHEYTIE2L525
Y, (2R X2 AL VORLLBRINLCIAARTHTD, 2oz
ET, VU -3AEETARYR, ABFKERHCRLZ THRBETAZ LI
(9 Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth p. 288




42 H20%E 4% (A3 B - H2BER)

b, COVY —ORFREDOER L BT ORI, VT v DR
EEKEDEDHIFCH ULD LI LA TES

It is much more difficult to recede from a scale of expenditure
once adopted than it is to extend the accustomed scale in response
to an accession of wealth. Many items of customary expenditure
prove on analysis to be almost purely wasteful, and they are
therefore honorific only, but after they have once been incor-
porated into the scale of decent consumption, and so have become
an integral part of one’s scheme of life, it is quite as hard to give
up these as it is to give up many items that conduce directly to
one’s physical comfort, or even that may be necessary to life and
health. That is to say, the conspicuously wasteful honorific expen-
diture that confers spiritual well-being may become more indispen-
sable than much of that expenditure which ministers to the
“lower” wants of physical well-being or sustenance only. It is
notoriously just as difficult to recede from a “‘high’ standard of liv-
ing as it is to lower a starndard which is already relatively low;
although in the former case the difficulty is a moral one, while in
the latter it may involve a material deduction from the physical

(170
comforts of life.

IOT =T VOB LY, VY — & KEOHRET, ok
HHEOHRBCHAANR DR, EFERRNOAFRIeHT T Lie - T B0
L, BLLOTHY, TOH L ITBE RSO LE LD, 2F DR
DERMCET, WENLS DREERWEG LTV, 547281
ATl =S CEEBEERPICES S h DL 0, B LE L L,
(19 Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class, p.p. 102-103
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BEBEDR — A EFANBBRTTH D, FORD Y ) —(XEROAE
OFBESRCERLA TR, FOFBYEEL, BTOLDOE LT¥ETS
DWBEZRELNLDOTHD,

4. FREREOCBELY

TR AR=APVORDFTHEE o728, V) -0FORETARIL
BbhoaE T, VI EDZ EuELIABHNTWBEIAT, 3
CA T g ey —IHE S, T THEREGDO YL - T DT
A VCHELRHETA i d, LOALEZOREIZY V) —DuL2% JFT
X, AYPDO=2—-ThHh, AV HIF.T7 ot HOEH, LEL
O R T A ERER L AR ER A Db THEEBE I L o, AR
BEOEY RO AT THE L T\ 5,

The people about her were doing the same things as the
Trenors, the Van Osburghs and the Dorsets: the difference lay in a
hundred shades of aspect and manner, from the pattern of the
men’s waistcoats to the inflexion of the women’s voices.
Everything was pitched in a higher key, and there was more of
each thing: more noise, more colour, -more champagne, more
familiarity—but also greater good—nature, less rivalry, and a

fresher capacity for enjoyment. (HM p. 182)

V) @ OFREBNONEOEE HYoF T, FRICETHATCEOR
TBB L Cwic A Db R U A RE, - 2iE T 5HEED
DA & OF I ERE Y B2 TOTH D, HOCEREEERAO L ED
WHELBHEEL, COBFMULNIEZ L ZFANLE LI %, VU —ikl
B5DTCis 50, WENRE R Y BrhicEl~, - EFE Do
FVIHSBOCEBAEERO S IR U TV 5D TH S, (HM p. 184)
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=R, ARETAITONR AT A0—FE RGOS &
CL7c Y ) =ik, BEOCHRYIRIIS, AbshicdrxRBdieond
BPRLBNHTH, T LT—EBHG L T\ior —XF -1 L DFE?, o
DERERIT LM FED D HEL LA L TL 5 —Er - X F -1
HHond 50 THLH, SEite —XF—LDFrb) U —2#HET 5,
r— AT —ANGBATCLHERE THTRCAL | L5 2 & Tl
Vo FDRBDEELD S DTN, VY — kB & TR S
i, RV Y BT L, FOO R ~XF - A DOHDEE Y Y —i,
‘small stocktaking eyes’ (FEEFA~ - ML L T2 L 57%H) &%, H
4% ‘superfine human merchandise’ (8 F o ARMEMN) ¢FEB LTV 5,
TIZTY Y-, BEMATELHRT I LOTELREDTOILL LT,
B Y TR AS E R T 02 2 e 21357 <,

VY - ORI L 0BG BN, S = - N =2, P OFfRAIERT
LFEHKTH ot EFLME, VY —DOBEAYHOLMCTZITTH -
oD, B rofTEhiciion o & CEBY AL, BRENTT Tkl
%o

FROETLE -V ) =X THREREE] L2, [FREBEREOE
B e THEZEBOWMEIHM p.208) LV o5HELHEL WL L%,
BHCHRKCD - T NBE T =T 4 KBTS, VY —ZABLEED
Fohs0REn, FEECLHHEL LT 58] »F®RLAThERD R
o EBE, 1R, FORE, X s v —FORAEDIEESRD
FHELL > THLDOENRFEZIL L\, TTI2Y = 7L v OB T
RBLickow, AEKELY ) FIFS 2 &, HHEENTTRAES
DB TH5,

HLABEz vt LA E LT 2 v Rl L%, v —
1E, BEFECEREYR - BRICHES, Ry T 4 - AR 7Y~ (Net-
tie Struther) 34 °F L LB TN T T, WLREHEESH TR A A
PELTEN T, Ry T RFET LI L CERE L, LiRkER
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FTHDOELAEVELTY, BOXELSEICIIEIEL T,

TIWET AV NBAEROBECTHHEOR T L, T ORG DAFMN
BH, COBBNTH Y 4, — FVRAOEIITHLH, DF VHEEIELND, (T
ZErhTh, HEEIBE, B bE-1TR Y » - FEeBSbHD
HAXES THEATL, 25 L0 EDDF A IARTESN S, 7 4
HTE, HETH, FRMCETER LG L ORFRAZLEVCOFENET R,
EREROBEBICT S, bORKECEE IR, BEROHEDOKRILY
D,

IOVA T AMBETRTLE LD, V) -0k 5 izl o &
TR TH T2 SOOIV VY —D L5 ITEBERC L0,
THEETHILE, BRCERP RIS, 203V 7V vy RO LS
IR %,

The constituency of the leisure class is kept up by a continual
selective process, whereby the individuals and lines of descent that
are eminently fitted for an aggressive pecuniary competition are
withdrawn from the lower classes. In order to reach the upper
levels the aspirant must have, not only a fair average complement
of the pecuniary aptitudes, but he must have these gifts in such an
eminent degree as to overcome very material difficulties that stand
in the way of his ascent. Barring accidents, the nouveaux arrivés

18
are a picked body.

HRMC L © 2T — v = X AR, BRIhD2, AREk
OFEANCH LT, Y7L v, BOOERBZEERENHE 2 LS L35,
BEBD 7 AIBTEAE - L COARICE A LTV 20 ThH B, FHICK LT

(s ibid, Thorstein Veblen, p. 235
09 TRRFEFASEMT) HERESEHE, 1980) p. 533
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U -OBE, FBLEETH Y, BERERICCTECDT AT VT 4 T —
, BRETCREHE EEBOTCHBE CE I »oic®d, ACTEYS]
FRo L, TOBREE LTARYBEILS DR 2D >1DTHDH, * v
F o4l V) —DEROYEENL, T 4V AEREBEHSOEE I BRBK
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