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ZED” (20T, FDFEE “A Theory of Justice”
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Justice is the first virtue of social institutions, as
truth is of systems of thought. A theory however
elegant and economical must be rejected or revised
if it is untrue; likewise laws and institutions no mat-
ter how efficient and well-arranged must be
reformed or abolished if they are unjust. Each per-
son possesses an inviolability founded on justice
that even the welfare of society as a whole cannot
override. For this reason justice denies that the
loss of freedom for some is made right by a greater
good shared by others. It does not allow that the
sacrifices imposed on a few are outweighed by the
larger sum of advantages enjoyed by many.

% John Rowls (1999) “A Theory of Justice Revised
Edition” p. 3. X V51
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I now wish to consider political justice, that is,
the justice of the constitution, and to sketch the
meaning of equal liberty for this part of the basic
structure. Political justice has two aspects arising
forom the fact that a just constitution is a case of
imperfect procedural justice. First, the constitution
is to be a just procedure satisfying the require-
ments of equal liberty, and second it is to be
framed so that of all the fersible just arrangements,
system of legislation. The justice of the consititu-
tion is to be assessed under both headings in the
light of what circumstances permit, these assess-
ment being made from the standpoint of the consti-
tutional convention.

% John Rowls (1999) “A Theory of Justice Revised
Edition” p. 194. £ D 51
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